MINUTES OF YARDLEY GOBION PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 4th August 2026 
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	Cllrs Ms L Stephenson (Chair),  Mrs V Godden, C Robinson, Ms T Robinson, Mrs S Wilkinson-Hargate, I McCord & Mrs L Williams..
Apologies for Absence: Cllr L Coleman 
COUNCIL MATTERS
Declaration of Interest: Cllr Stephenson declared an interest in Agenda item 7.1 and took no part in any discussions.
Previous Meeting: 

Matters arising: None.
Agreement as a true record:  The Minutes of meeting held 7.7.26 were approved by all Councillors and agreed/signed as a correct record. 

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION:   Opened 7.20pm - Closed 7.25pm. Notes attached.
COMMUNITY ITEMS – 
Coffee Pot playing field – Advice had been received that the owners of the Coffee Pot field were marketing it for sale.  The guide price was 95K and prospective purchasers were made aware that the PC’s lease ran until November 2030.  Cllr Stephenson had spoken to the agents who advised they had received a few enquiries and a few bids.
Suggested visit from representatives from the Grand Union Canal Transfer Scheme.  Cllrs were happy for a visit and would also welcome visitors from Cosgrove and Potterspury PC’s if they wished to attend.

NEW PROJECTS – 
The application for the grant from FCC Communities Foundation was ‘in progress’, and a decision was expected in September.
PLANNING MATTERS
Applications received: 
2026/2928/LDP – 35 Moorend Road.  Garage conversion to home workshop, blocking up existing garage door & installing a new window.  Raising floor level to match existing floor level in the main house.  Noted.
Applications approved: None
Applications refused: None.
Other Planning:  
Yardley Road Solar Farm – 2025/2767/MAF.  The Clerk had contacted the CPRE 
for their advice and Cllr Stephenson had written to Sarah Bool MP to make her aware of the 

application.  
Visit from Tristan Robinson – Thakeham Homes on 1st September 2026.  Noted.
Finance Matters

ACCOUNTS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT: 
Clerk’s salary July 26 = £604.38 (paid online).
PAYE Tax = £151.00 (paid by direct debit)
Nat Ins = £50.76 (paid by direct debit)
BT Broadband = £48.23 (paid by direct debit)
Mrs Schumacher – caretaking of play areas – July 26 = £50.00 (001684).

Yardley Gobion Village Hall – room hire July - £20.00 (paid online)
Lloyds Bank Account fee - £4.25
L C Hedging & Grass Maintenance Ltd – Mowing Contract - £920.00 + £184.00 VAT = £1,104.00 (paid online)
KRW Accountants – payroll  - £13.00 + £2.60 VAT = £15.60 (paid by direct debit)
Glasdon UK Ltd – Phoenix Seat - £608.40 + £121.68 = £730.08 (paid online)
Npower Commercial Gas Ltd – street lighting - £1,188.85 + £59.44 VAT = £1,248.29 (paid by direct debit)

WAVE – allotment water = £233.54 (paid by direct debit)

Ms L Ratcliffe – cont to telephone = £29.57 (paid online)
Proposed by Cllr McCord and seconded by Cllr Godden.  All in favour.
Payments Received:
Lloyds Bank interest = £20.13
Goat Field rent = £120.00

OTHER  

Bank balances as at last statements – Lloyds Current - £7,369.71 (29.7.26) Lloyds Deposit - £43,003.19 (29.7.26)

Councillor Reports: 
Street Lighting – Nothing to report.
Village Trees – The hawthorn trees at the entrance to the village were due to be inspected.
Allotments – 
The mowing contractor was to be asked to cut both sides of the roadside hedge.
Anglian Water had reported a possible leak at the site – after extensive searching no trace had been found.  The bills would be monitored.  
Some work had been carried out on allotments 17 and 20 and responses had been received from the tenants of plots 31, 20 and 15.  There were still extensive problems with plot 2 despite 2 letters being sent and Cllrs voted to serve a Notice to Quit on the tenant.
Advice concerning the willow trees in the Goat Field had been received from Gulliver’s Tree Solutions.  They considered that the root barrier should be installed to a greater depth, and the trees should be pollarded more regularly.  The tenant would be advised accordingly.
Recreation Centre – Cllr T Robinson would attend the next Committee meeting.
Village Hall – No response had been made by representatives from the VH Committee to the PC’s email offering assistance with displaying posters and printing and delivering leaflets in an effort to seek out new volunteers to run the Hall.
Playing fields – Play Source Ltd advised that no items noted in the report required attention.
Highways – The Potterspury Road was still closed for gas pipe work and the footpath from Lime Road to School Lane playing field had been reported as breaking up.  Work would be carried out shortly.
Mowing – The area along the path behind the Pocket Park required tidying.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 
1st September 2026 – 7.15pm in the Village Hall
Meeting closed 7.55pm.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION

Mrs Williams advised that there would be the first Neighbourhood Plan committee meeting on 5th August.
As Ward Cllr, Cllr McCord advised that it was quite quiet at WNC apart from the opposition to the removal of the school bus service from Old Stratford to Deanshanger. The Planning Policy Committee were analysing the responses to the Local Plan consultation and he had written to them ahead of the Regulation 19 Local Plan, due in September, to request that Policy EC8 (Former Furtho Pit) was removed from the Plan.  There would be an Extraordinary Council meeting on 13th August to seek agreement for the permanent appointment of Martin Henry to the role of Chief Executive Officer 

	


